
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Wednesdays @ Bethany 
May 20, 2020 

 
Bethany 

Presbyterian 
Church 

 Welcome to our weekly newsletter! Wednesdays at Bethany will include important 
announcements for the life of the congregation.  If you’d like to receive the email without the PDF 
attachment, please let us know.  And if you would rather not receive this newsletter, please let us 
know and you will be removed from the list.  
 

The Worship Committee met after last Sunday's FB live service.  For most of us that 
are able to tune in either live or via the Bethany website, the experience has been 
positive and we are grateful for the dedication of the fabulous foursome: Deb, 
Jessica, George, and Kathy (Bonnie had quite a stint before May).   We hear that 
just seeing the service inside the church has been reassuring and helpful in keeping 
our community feel strong. Berta's emailed service document with hymns assists in 
that feeling of inclusion, of course!   It has been great to see the names of visitors to 
the service as well.   
 
We know also that there are plenty of people who do not join us in this format for 
various reasons.  And we care about everyone's experience. 
 
Our job, as Worship Committee, is to evaluate what works, what provides the most 
satisfaction, and connection as we move forward past May into the unknown.  So 
we are looking at all options to see what will continue to keep our church 
vital:  continue live broadcasts? Consider Zoom services?  Pre-recorded 
services?  We will be considering all of these in the next weeks and perhaps 
options we haven't even thought of!   Most of the non-live options really require 
help - a person to assemble video contributions, or put together the service for 
distribution via email.  We NEED someone.  Can YOU assist us?  Do 
you know someone who has the time, inclination right now to lend a hand?  Tech-
savvy for sure, some experience.  This will help us know what is possible and, who 
knows, what we may achieve for the benefit of all of us. 
 
Please ask around, send any ideas to any of the W.C. members: Pam, Lyn, George, 
Kathleen, Tamra, Jessica or Deb!  We are praying for some ideas SOON. Thank 
you so much. 
 



  

Due Dates 
For W@B:  Tuesday morning.   
For Sunday announcements:  Wednesday morning.  Email them to the church 
office or leave them in the mailbox on the outside of the office door.   
For the monthly newsletter: the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the 
month. 
 

The Financial Trustees would like to remind you to please mail your offerings to 
the church office. Offerings are being collected and will be deposited once a 
week. Thank you for your continued dedication and commitment to keeping 
Bethany financially healthy in this difficult time. 

Calling All Graduates! 
 
This year our graduates will either be going without a graduation ceremony, or it 
will be very different from what they expected. This does not diminish their 
accomplishments, and we want to celebrate! 
 
If you or a family member are graduating or being promoted, and would like to be 
recognized in the June@Bethany, please send the information to the church office. 
 
You can include: 
 Graduate’s name 
 School 
 Degree/certification earned 
 Future plans  

Please come to our weekly Prayer Zoom Service every Wednesday from 6:30-7:00 
pm.  This will be a perfect opportunity to gather and receive strength and 
encouragement through quiet, poetry, readings, scripture and meditation.  Each 
week will be a different structure.   You can attend by sending your email to 
dmcguire@bethanypcusa.org and I will send out a zoom invitation. 
 

Donations for San Bruno Hospitality House: There will be a plastic bin outside 
the door closest to the lower parking lot at Bethany for Peter Stiehler’s shelter 
donations so people can continue to donate for the shelter. The box will be 
periodically checked and items taken down to Peter’s Second Ave. shelter. Any 
questions about this please contact George Lynch: cell phone @ 650-580-4123. 
Thank you. 
 



  

Something fun for Pentecost as we shelter in place! 

Pastor Deb has found this pretty coloring page, and the 
idea is for anyone and everyone to print and color one 
(or many) of these for Pentecost! 

Once you've finished, you can mail yours to the church 
and Deb will decorate the sanctuary on May 31, for 
Pentecost! 

 

Click here to download your Pentecost Coloring Page, 
and enjoy! (The link has pages both to color and 
already colored in.) 

 

During the Session meeting on Tuesday evening, Lyn Hughes presented 
information from the San Francisco Presbytery’s Finance Committee about 
churches that are in dire circumstances due to members being unemployed, 
offerings being at 10% of prior giving levels, food banks and other services 
that are out of funds, etc. 
  
The Session decided to send some funds from Bethany Church from 
Community Action’s budget which will be $300 (6 months of the suggested 
donation of $50). Others, individually or by another group, can send their 
check(s) as follows: (Presbytery’s Finance Committee provided two churches 
located in San Mateo): 
  
Latinos Unidos en Cristo 
194 W. 25th Avenue 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
(a Hispanic congregation) 
  
Iglesia Braziliana 
194 W. 25th Avenue 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
(a Brazilian congregation) 
  
Both these congregations rent from First Presbyterian Church of San Mateo but 
are greatly in need to support their congregants and the neighborhood. 
 



  

Videos:  Our Sunday worship services stream on Facebook live starting at 10 a.m. 
every Sunday until we are able to gather in person again! Afterwards, they are 
available to view on our website here: “This Week in Worship”  
 
If you have prayer requests or announcements you’d like Deb to make during 
worship, you can email them to Deb ahead of time at 
dmcguire@bethanypcusa.org. 
 
In addition to Sunday worship, Deb will hold two weekly check ins via Facebook 
Live on the Bethany Facebook page. They are currently scheduled for Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m., and Friday mornings at 10 a.m. Please pop in and hear a few 
words from Pastor Deb – it’s a wonderful chance to check in with each other 
during the week! The videos will be available to view on our Facebook page and 
our website: http://bethanypcusa.org/events/fblive-2020.html 
 

Pastor Deb read this poem in worship on Sunday, May 17, 2020: 
 

“I  am the Lord of Love, the Lord of Peace” 
I am the one who is moving gently – 

 leading, drawing on into all that is new and good and lovely 
All that I have for you is good – All that you need is available now. 

Do not rush – do not fret – do not panic. Just rest and wait – and wait and rest. 
Let the water flow on – carrying you. 

Leave it all to me for I ma the God who comes gently to you. 
I am the Lord who loves you deeply. 

I died – I went through Gethsemane for you. 
How can I lead you into death now? 

No. 
I am the Lord of life and I lead you on. 

Into new and wonderfully green pastures. 
There is no need to struggle any more. Just step on gently – in my love. 

I have you by the hand – I am not rushing you. 
We will go together into tomorrow and all the tomorrows. 

I am with you. 
Trust me for I cannot let you go. 

 
- from Sr. Joan Keogh, SM, 1994, Mercy Center, Burlingame, CA) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethany’s Purpose Statement: 
Bethany’s purpose is to provide a nurturing 
and energizing environment to feed the soul 

so we can go out into the world and reflect the glory of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Bethany’s Welcoming Statement: 
We don’t yet know who you are, 

but we do know that you are a dearly beloved child of God, 
and you’re already welcome here. 

We invite you, on your unique spiritual journey, 
to join us in the life and ministry at Bethany. 

 

2400 Rosewood Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
(650) 589-3711 ~ bethanypres@bethanypcusa.org 

Website:  bethanypcusa.org 


