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The light of God surrounds me. 

The love of God enfolds me. 
The power of God protects me 

The presence of God watches over me. 
Wherever I am, God is. 

~Anonymous 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter! Each month, the newsletter will feature more articles about 
the goings-on at Bethany, committee reports, and other items of interest. Ongoing announcements 
can be seen on the website. 
 

September @ Bethany 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church 
 

My dear Bethany family, 
 
Here is a prayer that I have shared in at least five different ways over the last few 
months.  I love the idea of being surrounded, enfolded, protected and watched over 
by God. If you are looking at the color version of the pdf of WED@Bethany that is in 
this email, you can see a watercolor painting of water lilies.  When I went to Filoli 
for the first time last month, I fell in love with the water lilies there.  At the garden 
center, gift shop, I bought two plastic floating water lilies.  One red and one purple 
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They’re so relaxing.  They are floating and free, and held by the water, carried along in any 
way the water wants to move.  I am not sure that there is a way that humans can feel as 
relaxed as this kind of flower looks.  Imagine floating along, being as submissive to what is 
holding you, that you give up all control and let yourself be taken along.  If you’ve ever 
floated on a lake, or lay in a grass field looking up at clouds, you might have the feeling.  I 
was just talking to someone today who said that he heard that the world goes by in 10 
second increments.  The time it takes to read a text, or 140 characters on twitter, or 
instagram.  Think of all the things we miss if we can only hold our attention for 10 
seconds.  The look in your lovers eye.  The fascination of a child in a sand box.  The 17 
things that that cloud just turned into as the wind gently took it on a journey.  The world is 
asking a lot of us these days.  Stay safe.  Wear a mask.  Wash your hands.  Don’t hug.  
Don’t touch.  Please everybody with your choice of social justice activity.  Vote for the 
right person.  Use reusables.  Don’t use water.  Fire is ravishing our hillsides and homes.  A 
pandemic is settling in for a long stay if we’re not careful.   
 
John 14:27 says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as 
the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  And 
Isaiah 43 says, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine.” 
 
We have reason to hope.  Some fires have some tiny containment.  Scientists are racing to 
find help and a vaccine for covid.  Churches are active, ministries are vibrant.  People find 
ways to sing, musicians make music, visual artists make art, thinkers think, families gather.  
Helpers abound.  At the Presbytery meeting last night our worship service included a video 
of Igrejia Presbiteriana Braziliana, preaching and singing and serving communion.  What a 
vibrant vital place that is, and we are so proud at Bethany to support them in any way that 
we can. 
 
Be a water lily!         (But not this one) 
 
        Bella steals Deb’s 
        new water lily 
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COMMUNITY ACTION/LIFE COMMITTEE 
  

1. Community Life is in Discussion about the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
  

2. News about Our Partnership with Iglesias Braziliana – San Mateo 
  
Iglesias Braziliana in San Mateo is a struggling congregation with approximately 140 families, 85% 
unemployment and new babies. 
  
Since learning of their need, Bethany became their partner and we have delivered multiple loads of 
household goods, baby items, nonperishable food, women’s clothes, toiletries, and many cases of 
diapers and baby wipes. From the church’s site in San Mateo, they have distributions each Friday. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this ongoing effort. 
  
Here is a list of items for the congregation: 
  
Continued prayers  
Household goods – Towels, blankets, sheets and pillow cases, kitchenware, dishes, glasses, pots 
and pans, silverware, etc. 
Baby clothes – Newborn through 6  mons: new or clean, used 
Diapers – Newborn through 6 mons 
Food – rice, dry beans, canned goods, any items with a shelf-life/ nonperishable 
Toiletries – all kinds 
Target gift cards in any amount 
Checks payable to Iglesias Braziliana (any amount)  
(To send a check, make your check payable to Iglesias Braziliana and mail it to 194 W. 
25th Avenue, San Mateo, CA 94403) 
  
Looking to the future, you can bring any items for Braziliana Iglesias to the church, and we will 
ensure they are delivered to San Mateo. You can also call Lyn Hughes and we will arrange for items 
to be picked up. 
  
We have also committed to providing 140 - $25 Target cards (1 for each family) at Christmas. 
Additionally, we will provide 40 toys for children, babies through 10 years old. Please start to 
consider how you might like to help with our Christmas project. 
  

3. Grant Requested – Bethany Presbyterian Church and the Catholic Worker Hospitality 
House Food Distribution Partnership 

  
Our grant request was approved by the subcommittee and now we are waiting for final approval 
from the Presbytery of San Francisco. We should know by mid-September if the two-year grant was 
approved. 
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   FINANCIAL TRUSTEES  

  
July and YTD Financial Summary 
  
July Income        $14,445.00 
July Expense      ($15,586.49)  
Net                    ($  1,141,49) 
  
YTD Income        $100,180.07                      93.921% 
YTD Expense      ($  99,611.43                     (93.388%) 
Net                      $      568.64                           .533% 
  
Our thanks for your response to our request to mail your offerings to the church. As we continue to 
move through 2020, we are successfully paying our staff and bills for the church. You are making 
the difference in these unprecedented times.  We thank you for your ongoing support. 
  
Questions about the 2020 BPC budget: Contact Lyn Hughes, Ken Henry, Dave Wales, or Bonnie 
Morgan. 
  
Questions about our tenant, the Sikh Association: Contact either the Financial Trustees (Lyn 
Hughes , Ken Henry, Dave Wales or Bonnie Morgan) or Buildings and Grounds (Dave Wales) 
 

AUGUST 18, 2020 SESSION MEETING 
(by Zoom conference call 7:06 PM - 8:52 PM) 
 
Pastor Deb opened the meeting in prayer, lighting the Christ Candle and leading a meditation 
revolving around the creation of an origami type paper box containing our hopes and dreams for 
BPC. 
 
Session had a discussion brainstorming ideas for Bethany’s curb appeal. 
 
Kathy Quickert and the Outreach Committee will work on signage to direct/welcome visitors to the 
Healing Garden, Memorial Wall, basketball court and general information about BPC. An updated 
brochure will be available in a weather-proof, outside place. Buildings & Grounds is authorized to 
hire assistance in landscaping/tree & shrubbery trimming. 
 
The Community Action Committee is collecting and delivering donations to Igreja Presbiteriana 
Brasileira (Iglesia Brasilia) in San Mateo, as well as, the Catholic Worker Hospitality House.  
 
The Worship Committee is planning a socially distanced and masked outside Worship service on 
Sunday, 9/13/20 @ 10 AM. 
 
Our next Session Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 7 PM. If you have any 
questions before then, please contact Roxane Wales at 650-303-2070 or roxanewales@gmail.com. 
 
-R.Wales, Clerk of Session 
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Donations for San Bruno Hospitality House: There will be a plastic bin outside the door closest to 
the lower parking lot at Bethany for Peter Stiehler’s shelter donations so people can continue to 
donate for the shelter. The box will be periodically checked and items taken down to Peter’s 
Second Ave. shelter. Any questions about this please contact George Lynch: cell phone @ 650-
580-4123. 
 
The shelter is currently in need of oatmeal, canned fruit, napkins and toilet paper. Also, the 
Shelter will be closed July 3-13.  
 
 
 

Do you love to read aloud? I do!  I have been enjoying reading books into my audio recorder on 
my phone, one chapter at a time, and sending the recording to my family.  My family sometimes 
has done this over the years.  My brother is the one with an “Audible” quality voice!   I had the 
idea of maybe reading all of the Psalms onto a CD as a way of offering pastoral care.   But then I 
had a better idea! 
 
What if anyone who wanted to read a psalm, and sent their recording to me?  Then I could compile 
all 150 Psalms onto a CD and we could each hear our friends’ voices.  A professional recording 
wouldn’t be the goal.  A child could read, an old person could read, a family could read one psalm 
alternating lines maybe.  It would be a really creative endeavor that we could all share in even 
from a distance!  I would love to hear the voices of everyone who has been a part of Bethany who 
wants to read.  It would be like a yearbook in a way, with our voices being the signatures. 
 
Let me know if you’d like to participate! Don’t make me call you!   

 
 -Pastor Deb 

 

Would you like to have a hymnal at home to use for worship? If you would, just contact your 
deacon or the church office, leave your name and how we can get in touch with you, and we’ll 
contact you to arrange to either drop a hymnal at your home, or have you pick it up at the church. 
 

Worship near your friends!  On September 13th at 10:00am we will be holding our normal 
worship outside, so you can do just that!  For anyone who is not normally able to join us via 
technology, we want you to come to Bethany and sit masked and physically distanced and sing 
with, pray with, and wave to your Bethany community.  This isn’t the good old days, but it will 
be a pretty good new day!  Mark the date! 
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In Loving Memory 
 

Former Bethany member John Grant passed away last weekend at his daughter Kim’s home in 
the East Bay. John and his wife Patti and their three girls, Kim, Kelly, and Valerie, attended Bethany 
in the 90’s. John sang enthusiastically in the choir and helped with Logos community dinners. 
Eventually, after Kim and Curt moved to Concord, John and Patti followed, and about ten years ago 
they all moved in together. John developed a form of ALS but continued to sing in the same chorus 
Kim was with until fairly recently.  If you’d like to send a card, here is their address: 
 Kim James 
 2225 Botany Bay Dr. 
 Pittsburgh, CA 94565 
 
 
It is again with great sadness that we announce the passing of former Bethany member, Fran 
Peyton Rickleffs, on July 10. Fran was the daughter of Dr. Roy Peyton, our founding pastor, and 
Jean Peyton, our first organist. In her spare time as a teen, she gave piano lessons to some of the 
younger children at Bethany.  For those who may not remember Fran from the Peyton era at 
Bethany, you might remember the lively memories of Bethany that she presented at our 50th 
anniversary in 1996! 
Condolences can be sent to Fran's husband Bob, at 630 Filbert Ct., San Ramon, CA 94583. 
 

Dear Bethany friends, 
 
Changes in our lives! 
 
Nancy and Robin Crawford are moving to Olympia, Washington.  This has been a very hard 
decision for us, as we dearly love Pacifica, the church and our friends, our home, yard and the 
ocean.  We moved here 37 years ago, and believed we would live here the rest of our lives.  We 
raised our children here, and you all were a big part of this. 
 
However, our family has moved to Olympia, and we feel the need to be near family as we enter 
this retirement portion of our lives.  We plan to move October 1. 
 
We are grateful for all the support and love we have received from you as individuals, and from the 
congregation over the years.  Church family is precious to us. 
 
As of yet, we have not found a house.  We'll send our address to you when we get settled.  Look 
for a Christmas letter for sure! 
 
Thank you for everything over all the years.  May God continue to bless each of you. 
 
Love, 
Nancy and Robin 
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Happy Birthday to all those born in September! 
2 Hannah Matthews 
2 Sharon Gruner 
2 Luna Mae Nicolosi 
7 Tamra Hollenbeck 
9 Janine Bullis 
18 Paul Delander 
19 Garry Cox 
21 Elin Abbott 
22 Aurora Nicolosi 
23 Judi Richards 
25 John Lee 
26 Sue Bullis 
27 Madeleine Gruner 
 
 
      September Anniversaries 
      9 Aaron Schurk & Jamie Golden 
      12 Piper & Billy Nicolosi 
      19 Graham & Judi Richards 
      22 Mitch & Mary Fontaine 
      22     Sarah & Spencer Stark 
      27 Craig & Eddy Bray 
 
 
 
 
We remember these Saints of Bethany who were born in September: 
3 Bill Anderson 
8 Lavonne Bullis 
14 Charlie Rice 
14 Ethel Pollett 
14 Kurt Liedtke 
19 John Marsh 
21 Peter Lawson 
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Bethany’s Purpose Statement: 
Bethany’s purpose is to provide a nurturing 
and energizing environment to feed the soul 

so we can go out into the world and reflect the glory of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Bethany’s Welcoming Statement: 
We don’t yet know who you are, 

but we do know that you are a dearly beloved child of God, 
and you’re already welcome here. 

We invite you, on your unique spiritual journey, 
to join us in the life and ministry at Bethany. 

 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church is a member of More Light Presbyterians 
https://mlp.org 

Due Dates 
For W@B:  Tuesday morning.   
For Sunday announcements:  Wednesday morning.  Email them to the church office or leave them in 
the mailbox on the outside of the office door.   
For the monthly newsletter: the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

2400 Rosewood Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
(650) 589-3711 ~ bethanypres@bethanypcusa.org 

Website:  bethanypcusa.org 


