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Welcome to our monthly newsletter! Each month, the newsletter will feature more articles about 
the goings-on at Bethany, committee reports, and other items of interest. Ongoing announcements 
can be seen on the website. 
 

November @ Bethany 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church 
 

My Dear Bethany family, 
 
I had a school assignment sometime during grade school where we were asked to write a 
Thanksgiving story.  I wrote a story about pumpkin pie – from the point of view of the 
pumpkin.  I didn’t want to write about the pumpkin being cut apart and smashed and put 
in the oven.  I wrote about the pile of pumpkins on display somewhere, much like the 
picture here.  The pumpkins always got excited around this time of year!  They hoped 
beyond all hope that THEY would be THE ONE to be chosen for the family thanksgiving 
pie this year!  They talked about it, they tried to make themselves look big and puffed out 
and handsome, they got excited when they were picked, they reminisced about other 
friends who were gone because they were picked in other years, and how happy they must 
be now! 

(Continued) 

Pick  Me! 
Pick Me! 
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We don’t know when we do something, that we’re making memories.  In these days of 
covid we are all doing so many new things.  It’s hard not to just wait until we can get 
back to normal again.  God never said, “Behold, I am going back to the old ways!”  God 
said, “Behold, I am doing a new thing.”  November is often a month full of ways to make 
memories, whether it’s Thanksgiving gatherings, or even as November approaches 
Halloween decorations and kids in cute costumes or binging on Halloween candy, maybe 
even a High School prom or a Homecoming game. 
 
I think November 2020 will be full of memories of all kinds.  Where will we be five years 
from now, three years, one year, a week from now?  One week from today our national 
election will be over.  But the effects and the counting and the uproar will be far from 
over.  I hope you plan to vote this year in particular.  In a few days Bethany will have our 
second outdoor service, certainly a thing to remember.  All Saints Day is usually 
November 1st so we do a lot of remembering of people we love who have died and joined 
the saints in heaven.  This year the highlight of the year for many, our Thanksgiving 
dinner and talent show at Bethany will not happen as usual, although there’s still time to 
hope for celebrating in a new way.  Our own family Thanksgiving holiday will not be the 
same.  Our list of thanks will be lists different from other years.   
 
This year of change has been difficult for so many, and yet there is always that constant 
reminder of God’s new thing.  At the end of this month we will begin Advent, a time of 
looking forward.  My prayer for us is that we experience the letting go that the fall season 
often encourages us to do, knowing that we will soon be looking forward to the 
celebrations to come. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Deb 
 

Feel free to leave a 

message at the 

church office with 

any pastoral needs. 

Deb is going on vacation! 

Nov. 10th – 17th  
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Donations for San Bruno Hospitality House: There will be a plastic bin outside the door closest to 
the lower parking lot at Bethany for Peter Stiehler’s shelter donations so people can continue to 
donate for the shelter. The box will be periodically checked and items taken down to Peter’s 
Second Ave. shelter. Any questions about this please contact Rina Ranahan: (650) 291-6979. 
 
A current list of shelter needs is on our website: http://bethanypcusa.org/we-do/shelter-
needs.html 
 
Hospitality House Needs a Volunteer: Peter Stiehler needs a volunteer on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
for the 6:30 am to 8:30 am breakfast shift. If you are able to help out, please contact CWHH or 
Rina Ranahan  
 

Bethany's Outreach Committee is pleased to announce that it has secured a Free Little Library, 
which will be installed soon on the front of Bethany's property, a place where books can be 
placed and shared with the surrounding neighborhood community. Thanks to Andy and Melinda 
Jones, the Little Library will be completed and delivered to Bethany soon, and plans are being 
firmed up about its installation, painting, and filling! We will receive an initial box of children's 
books from Melinda, who is a volunteer with the San Bruno Friends of the Library (along with our 
dear Roxane Wales!), and Outreach would like to invite the congregation to contribute new or 
gently used books, especially books with inclusive, multicultural themes, to be added to the Little 
Library. If you are interested in helping with this project, please bring your books to the church, 
and a box designated for the contributions will be available for drop off. Thank you in advance 
for your support of this wonderful project! 
 
The library will be registered on the Little Free Library website, and will be added to their global 
map of libraries:  https://littlefreelibrary.org. The Little Free Library movement is a free 
neighborhood book exchange program, where neighbors are invited to “Take a Book, Leave a 
Book”. There are more than 100,000 libraries worldwide and more are being added every day! In 
lieu of paying for the library, Andy and Melinda Jones have asked that we make a donation to the 
San Bruno Friends of the Library. 
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October 20, 2020 SESSION MEETING 
(by Zoom conference call 7:10 PM - 8:28 PM) 
 
Pastor Deb opened the meeting in prayer, lighting the Christ Candle and leading a meditation using 
Pachelbel’s Starlings Dancing murmuration and Mathew 6:28 
 
During the Moderator’s report, Pastor Deb was authorized by Session to serve communion out of 
the church when needed (e.g. people’s homes).  
 
Preliminary discussion about a restructuring of Session in order to make time for inward discussion 
and group exercises. We’ll try it out at our December 15 meeting. The focus will be how do we put 
energy into how we want to grow BPC. 
 
Kathryn Quickert reported the Outreach Committee will take charge of any outdoor signage in 
order to keep it coordinated. They also would like to see lists of members, friends to be updated. 
Roxane will work with Roberta. 
 
Buildings & Grounds will take out a shrub near the street to make room for the Little Library 
sponsored by the Outreach Committee. 
 
George reported some interested buyers for the container in south-east side of parking lot and that 
Pastor Christie Pierce is scheduled to preach on Sunday 11/15/20. 
 
Rina Ranahan reported the Shelter is searching for a volunteer who would prepare Monday-Friday 
breakfasts. 
 
The Worship Committee is planning outdoor worship service on Nov. 1, along with Facebook 
Live.  
 
Our next Session Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at 7 PM via Zoom. 
 
If you have any questions before then, please contact Roxane Wales at 650-303-2070 or 
roxanewales@gmail.com. 
 
-R.Wales, Clerk of Session 
 
 

Daylight Saving Time Ends on Sunday, 
Nov. 1st – remember to set your clocks 
BACK one hour before you go to bed 
on Halloween! 
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COMMUNITY ACTION/LIFE COMMITTEE 
 

1. Thanksgiving Collection for the San Bruno Shelter on Saturday, November 21, 2 to 4pm 
  
Our congregation, friends, and family will have the opportunity to contribute to our 
annual Thanksgiving collection for the San Bruno Shelter on Saturday, November 21, 
2020 from 2pm to 4pm when we will have barrels available in our parking lot for 
nonperishable food and supply donations. Members of the Community Action/Life 
committee will be available at the church to assist with collecting items for anyone who 
would like to drive through the church parking lot and add their donations to the barrels. 

              Ideas are: canned or nonperishable food, blankets, coats, sweatshirts, toiletries, etc. 
If you want to donate but are not available on November 21, 2020, please call Lyn Hughes 
at (650) 867-0667 to arrange for items to be picked up. No donation is too big or too small. 

  
2. Ongoing News about Our Partnership with Iglesias Braziliana – San Mateo 

  
Beginning in November, we will collecting items for Iglesias Braziliana, our partner in San 
Mateo, for the Christmas holidays. 

  
               We have committed to the following for Christmas: 
               140 - $25 Target cards (one for each family) and 40 toys – for children 1 to 10 years old 
(books, games, dolls, trucks, puzzles, crayons and coloring books, etc.) 
  
               Please consider giving a Target card, or two, and anything else you might want to give. 
All donations are appreciated to enable our partners to have a very Merry Christmas. 
              At this point, we are planning on taking all items to the church by mid-December 
  
               Ongoing needs: (dropoff occur every other Friday; items can be brought to Bethany and 
placed in the Narthex near the coatrack or you can call Lyn and George for pickup). 
               Our last dropoff was Friday, October 23, 2020 so the next dropoff is November 6, 2020 
  

Continued prayers  
Household goods – Towels, blankets, sheets and pillow cases, kitchenware, dishes, glasses, 

pots and pans, silverware, etc. 
Baby clothes – Newborn through 12 mons: new or clean, used 
Diapers – Newborn through 12 mons 
Food – rice, dry beans, canned goods, any items with a shelf-life/nonperishable 
Toiletries – all kinds 
Checks payable to Iglesias Braziliana (To send a check, in any amount, make your check 

payable to Iglesias Braziliana and mail it to 194 W. 25th Avenue, San Mateo, CA 94403) 
(continued) 
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FINANCIAL TRUSTEES  
 
September and YTD Financial Summary - Data is not yet available for September due to some 
questions from our bookkeeper.  This information will either be caught up on December@Bethany 
or on a Wednesdays@Bethany.  Please note that giving continues to be strong and consistent. 
  
The Financial Trustees will soon be working on our 2021 budget. Please begin thinking about your 
2021 offering.  
  
Our thanks for mailing or bringing your offerings to the church. As we continue through 2020 and 
look forward to 2021, we are hopeful that our current financial condition continues. 
Your support is appreciated! 
  
Questions about the 2020 BPC budget: Contact Lyn Hughes, Ken Henry, Dave Wales, or Bonnie 
Morgan. 
  
Questions about our tenant, the Sikh Association: Contact either the Financial Trustees (Lyn 
Hughes , Ken Henry, Dave Wales or Bonnie Morgan) or Buildings and Grounds (Dave Wales) 
 

The Financial Trustees sent $600 from Memorials to assist two young people from the 
church, Marco Abdala and Marina de Castro, to attend educational classes to become 
Commissioned Lay Pastors in the Presbyterian Church – PCUSA. The donation allows them 
to attend classes offered by Escuela Latinoamericana de Estudios Teologicos. The church 
and students were very grateful and this provides for training to further the leadership at the 
Brasiliana church. 

  
3. We are Awaiting our Grant Check from the Presbytery of San Francisco 

  
All paperwork to receive the grant check was sent back to the Presbytery of San Francisco. 
Once a check is received, we will sit down with Peter Stiehler and decide how best we can 
spend the money for 2020 before the end of the year. These funds will allow for help for 
those in need during the holidays, this winter, and ongoing in 2021. 

 

Next Outdoor Service: Our next in-person outdoor worship service is scheduled for this Sunday, 
November 1 - All Saint's Day. This is a communion Sundays, so we are asking people to bring 
their own elements for communion. The service will be held on the patio right outside the church 
doors, and we will be requesting people to be socially distant and wear masks. The services will 
also be streamed live on Facebook, as they are now. 
 
Shade canopies and some chairs will be available, and you are welcome to bring your own chair if 
you wish. 
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Happy Birthday to all those born in November! 
4 Laura Henry – her 30th!! 
11 Ken Henry – 65!! 
15 Freda Lutz 
16 Liz Falejczyk 
17 Piper Hollenbeck-Nicolosi 
22 Andy Jones 
26 Sharyl Weinshilbaum 
26 Hannah Warfield 
 
 
 
November Anniversaries 
24 Robin & Nancy Crawford 
 
 
We remember these Saints of Bethany who were born in November: 
4 John Vanderby 
8 Betty Sweetman 
17  Fallon Herndon 
 

There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph.  Can you find them?  This is a most remarkable 
puzzle.  It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to 
Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours.  He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some 
friends.  One other friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat.  Another 
friend studied it while playing his banjo.  Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it 
she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column.  Another friend judges the job of solving this 
puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.  There will be some names that are 
really easy to spot.  That’s a fact.  Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, 
especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized.  Truthfully, from answers we get, 
we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst.  
Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing 
the books in this paragraph.  During a recent fundraising event, which featured this puzzle, the 
Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record.  The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 
200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen.  As 
Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from 
those who have to be shown.  One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel 
may occur without their numbers.  Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle 
are normal.  A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know 
the answers.  Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus.  There really are 30 books of the Bible 
lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.  God Bless. 
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Bethany’s Purpose Statement: 
Bethany’s purpose is to provide a nurturing 
and energizing environment to feed the soul 

so we can go out into the world and reflect the glory of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Bethany’s Welcoming Statement: 
We don’t yet know who you are, 

but we do know that you are a dearly beloved child of God, 
and you’re already welcome here. 

We invite you, on your unique spiritual journey, 
to join us in the life and ministry at Bethany. 

 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church is a member of More Light Presbyterians 
https://mlp.org 

Due Dates 
For W@B:  Tuesday morning.   
For Sunday announcements:  Wednesday morning.  Email them to the church office or leave them in 
the mailbox on the outside of the office door.   
For the monthly newsletter: the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

2400 Rosewood Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
(650) 589-3711 ~ bethanypres@bethanypcusa.org 

Website:  bethanypcusa.org 


