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Welcome to our monthly newsletter! Each month, the newsletter will feature more articles about 
the goings-on at Bethany, committee reports, and other items of interest. Ongoing announcements 
can be seen on the website. 
 

My Dear Bethany family, 
 
This small bronze sculpture by an artist in New Mexico (whose name I 
can’t remember!) is one that I love to gaze on.  I only have it in post card 
form.  The artist calls it “Crucifixion.”  I can’t help but notice that the 
person’s arms are away from the cross and there are holes in the hands.  
That makes me think that the arms are coming away from the cross after 
they had already been nailed on.  It looks as if the person is floating off 
of the cross.  I imagine that the crucified one is being released, and is on 
the way to being resurrected.  Maybe I could call this “Resurrection.” 
 
Our theology from the gospel stories as well as words of Paul remind us 
that Jesus’ resurrection from the cross was directly tied to his crucifixion 
on the cross.  While some theology emphasizes only the glory of the risen 
Christ, and some theology only emphasizes the suffering Jesus of the 
cross, the healthy theology that makes sense to me is one that cannot 
separate the two.  It’s as if death and resurrection are the exact same 
thing.  Death is the end of life on earth, and resurrection is the end of 
death.  For eternity.  As we enter this season of Lent we will have 
opportunities to consider these things. 
 

March@Bethany 
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

 

Our Palm Sunday on March 28th will also be Passion Sunday, in order to be sure to make that very 
statement.  The crowds did celebrate and sing Hallelujah! at Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  And some in 
that same crowd yelled Crucify him!  While we know that we look forward to the celebration of Easter it 
is important to take this time during Lent to remember what Jesus went through to bring us to the joy of 
his resurrection.  He resisted, persisted, chased after justice and taught a gospel of life for the least of 
these.  He was a threat to the empire that only sought its own desires.  Jesus turned the world upside 
down and startled the status quo to such a degree that the powers that be killed him.  Our Lenten study 
provides us a time to look at the language we use in our faith, the vocabulary of faith, to discover who 
we think God is, to consider who we see ourselves as being, and look at God in action in our 
experiences, ultimately as we do in community.  

(continued) 
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2021 Annual Congregational Meeting: Our 2021 meeting will be held on Sunday, February 28th, 
via Zoom, immediately following worship. The link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out with 
the email invitation to worship on Friday, February 26th. 
 
At the congregational meeting, we will receive the 2020 Annual Report and the 2021 budget. 
Copies of the report and budget will be emailed on February 21st (USPS mailed to those who 
need a hard copy) so there is time to review the report and budget before the meeting.  
 
Any questions about the report or the budget should be sent to Deb before the meeting. The 
questions will be read out and answered by the appropriate person. Live questions during the 
meeting will be allowed, but with the limitations of Zoom, it’s easier to have questions 
beforehand. Send your questions to Deb via email at dmcguire@bethanypcusa.org, or you can 
call her at the church. 
 

I am writing this just a few days before our annual congregational meeting where we will present the 
budget for 2021 and the annual report for 2020.  Sadly 2020 was not the year we could have ever 
prepared for.  As a result, we have suffered significant social losses that we sorely miss by not being 
able to see and hug and laugh and cry and sing and worship together.  We were not able to have any 
of the social functions that bring our Bethany community together and provide us with so much.   
Despite that, I hope you are as pleasantly surprised as I was to read our entire 2020 Annual Report, 
and realize just how much we have done and how we have been inventive about being together 
however we can.  Seeing all of our activity all at once in one place in this report was so inspiring.  
Don’t forget to send any comments, (compliments!) suggestions and questions to me at 
dmcguire@bethanypcusa.org before the 28th so that I can compile them to be read and addressed at 
our meeting.  It can get a little complicated on Zoom, to have spontaneous conversations like we might 
have in person.  Having what we can in advance will help address that.  Of course, we hope everyone 
will join us at that congregational meeting and ask anything then also. 
 
Faithfully yours,  
and wishing I was 
 not still greeting 
 you as in this 
 photo, 
Pastor Deb 
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FEBRUARY 16, 2021 SESSION MEETING 
(by Zoom conference call 7:16 PM - 8:15 PM) 
 
Pastor Deb opened the meeting in prayer and lit the Christ Candle followed by a reflection on 
Psalm 103 - God’s steadfast love. 
 
The 2020 Annual Presbytery Statistical Report, prepared by Roxane, was approved for 
submission. 
 
Deb reported that there will be a recorded Facebook service for Ash Wednesday and that the 
Saturday @ 11 AM Storytime with… is going really well. 
 
Session agreed to begin planning, at the March meeting, what we can do now to be ready when 
we get approval to open up. 
 
Pam reported that the Worship Committee is planning for Palm Sunday and Holy week services. 
Thank you to all the people making the Worship services happen. 
 
Our next Session Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 7 PM via Zoom. If you 
have any questions before then, please contact  
Roxane Wales at 650-303-2070 or roxanewales@gmail.com. 
 
-R.Wales, Clerk of Session 
 

FINANCIAL TRUSTEES 
 
January/YTD 2021 Financial Summary 
 
January/YTD 
$ 14,450.00    Income                       96.602% 
$(14,746.73)   Expense                     (97.543)% 
$(     296.73)   Difference                  (    .942)% 
 
Information about the finalized 2021 budget was provided at the 2021 Annual Meeting. 
The 2020 Giving Statements were mailed. If for any reason you did not receive your Giving 
Statement, please contact Lyn Hughes so another statement can be requested from our 
bookkeeper. 
 
Continued thanks for mailing or bringing your offerings to the church. We are blessed to have 
your ongoing support, faithfulness, and generosity. 
 
Questions about the BPC budget: Contact Lyn Hughes, Ken Henry, Dave Wales, or Bonnie 
Morgan. 
 
Questions about our tenant, the Sikh Association: Contact either the Financial Trustees (Lyn 
Hughes , Ken Henry, Dave Wales or Bonnie Morgan) or Buildings and Grounds (Dave Wales) 
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COMMUNITY ACTION/LIFE COMMITTEE 
   
Ongoing News about Our Partnership with Iglesias Brasiliana – San Mateo 

• Ongoing we will be collecting items for Iglesias Brasiliana, our partner in San Mateo. 
Updated “needs” include: 

o Non-perishable food items, especially rice and pinto beans. Cans of soup or chili are 
also good choices while the weather is still chilly. Additional items needed are 
toiletries, blankets, and paper products. 

• For Valentine’s Day, we provided 40 Valentine bags to be given to the children, toddlers 
through 10 years old. The re-useable bags contained a variety of candy, coloring books and 
crayons, stickers, and other small goodies including Kleenex and hand sanitizer. A big thank 
you to Molly Lyons and Sue Bullis for their help with the Valentine bags. 

• We plan to provide Easter baskets for the 40 children before April 4th. If you have items for 
the baskets or would like to contribute to this effort, please contact Lyn Hughes 
at Lhughes91207@gmail.com or (650) 867-0667, 

• Please continue to prayer for this congregation and consider how you might be able to help. 

Ongoing we will be providing funds from our Fund-a-Vision grant to the Catholic Worker 
Hospitality House (the San Bruno Shelter) for various needs. At this time, the greatest needs are for 
food, toiletries, and blankets. 
 
Also please pray for those in need in our community and how we may continue to help CWHH 
assist with issues in San Bruno.    
 
We are currently having discussions about the Spring Tea. More information to 
come on this issue.    

 

 

God	of 	
Act ion

What 	kind	
of 	a	

relat ionship	
does	God	
of fer?

God	of 	
belonging

God	of 	
grace

Who	are	
we?

Who	is
God?

H ow 	do	w e	 f i t 	 in 	
in 	God’s 	w or ld?

Wha t 	a re	 som e	w ords 	
t h a t 	desc r ibe	God?

H ow 	does 	God	
m a k e	m e	 feel?

Wha t 	 a re	 som e	of 	 you r 	
t hou g h t s 	 a bou t 	God?

L en t en 	 S t udy :	 	
Words 	of 	 Fa it h

Tuesda ys 	 a t 	 7 :30 	 – Feb	 23, 	Ma rc h 	 2 , 	
9 , 	 23 	 a nd	Monda y 	Ma rc h 	 15 	 a t 	 7 :30
C on t a c t 	Bet h a n y 	 t o	be	a dded	 t o	 t h e	
z oom 	m eet in g 	 in v it a t ion 	 l i s t .
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Donations for San Bruno Hospitality House: There will be a plastic bin outside the door closest to 
the lower parking lot at Bethany for shelter donations so people can continue to donate for the 
shelter. The box will be periodically checked and items taken down to the shelter. Any questions 
about this please contact Rina Ranahan: (650) 291-6979. 
 
A current list of shelter needs is on our website: http://bethanypcusa.org/we-do/shelter-
needs.html 
 
You can read more about the shelter on their website: http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org/ 
 

Happy Birthday to all those born in March! 
9 Roberta Henry 
13 Linden Cady  
13 Robyn Cox 
17 Barbara Liedtke 
21 Bethany Delander 
23 Paulette Emfinger 
25 Monica Fontaine 
27 Eddy Bray 
29 Kelsy Parker 
   
 
Happy Anniversary! 
2 David & Elizabeth Parker 
27 John Lee & Evelyn Orr 
 
 
We remember these Saints of Bethany who were born in March: 
12 Helen Liedtke 
12 Donna Gartner 
21 Barbara DeLand 
27 Clarene Broad 
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Bethany’s Purpose Statement: 
Bethany’s purpose is to provide a nurturing 
and energizing environment to feed the soul 

so we can go out into the world and reflect the glory of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Bethany’s Welcoming Statement: 
We don’t yet know who you are, 

but we do know that you are a dearly beloved child of God, 
and you’re already welcome here. 

We invite you, on your unique spiritual journey, 
to join us in the life and ministry at Bethany. 

 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church is a member of More Light Presbyterians 
https://mlp.org 

Due Dates 
For W@B:  Tuesday morning.   
 
For the monthly newsletter: the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

2400 Rosewood Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
(650) 589-3711 ~ bethanypres@bethanypcusa.org 

Website:  bethanypcusa.org 


