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Welcome to our monthly newsletter! Each month, the newsletter will feature more articles about 
the goings-on at Bethany, committee reports, and other items of interest. Ongoing announcements 
can be seen on the website. 
 

FINANCIAL TRUSTEES  
  
October Financial Summary 
  
Income                 $23,877.07 
Expense               ($11,323.35) 
Net                       $12,553.72 
  
YTD 
Income                 $185,068.13                        108.04% 
Expense               ($170,845.13)                     (   99.74%) 
Net                        $ 14,223.00                             8.30% 
  
Reminder: All funds promised were received in October from the Presbytery of San Francisco to 
offset expenses for Rev. Pyke’s severance 
  
Our New Tenant, The Sikh Association, is Now Occupying the Downstairs Space 
The Sikh Association held their first services after an Open House on Sunday, November 17. They 
spent about three weeks renovating the downstairs and making their space workable for their 
congregation’s activities. 
  
Here is an excerpt from an email sent by their business administrator after the Trustees sent a 
contact information list and Roberta Henry reached out to them about events at the church, etc.: 
“We are all very happy and the entire congregation feels blessed to have a private place of worship 
for all of us. People are very excited and have been visiting the Gurdwara quite often. Once again 
thanks for all your help and good wishes.” 
  
We are happy that the Sikh Association is now onsite and please be sure to extend a welcome 
when you see them.  
  
Should you have any questions about our tenant, please either contact the Financial Trustees (Lyn 
Hughes , Ken Henry or Dave Wales) or Buildings and Grounds (Dave Wales) 
  

December @ Bethany 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church 
 



 2 

  

Former Pastor Information Update: 
In November, our former pastor, Kathryn Pyke, was paid the fourth of six possible monthly 
severance payments due to her. These payments will continue through January 2020 unless 
Rev. Pyke finds a pastoral job in the Grand Canyon Presbytery in Arizona. All funds have been 
received from the Presbytery of San Francisco in order to complete the payment of the 
severance payments. 
 
Other Trustee or Committee Updates Involving the Trustees: 

-          George Lynch from the Personnel Committee has secured pulpit supply for 
December at this time, other than December 8th 

-          The Session met with three possible candidates for a Transitional Pastor at Bethany. 
After a discussion regarding the candidates, George Lynch brought forward Rev. Debra 
(Deb) McGuire to Session. There was a unanimous vote from Session for Rev. McGuire, 
who has agreed to start on January 5, 2020. A Transitional Pastor Agreement, Job 
Description, and Terms of Call Information (compensation package) has been sent to 
the Committee on Ministries for review. Once approved, signatures will be required by 
all parties.  

-          The Stewardship Season closed on November 30, 2019.  If you have items for the 
Catholic Worker Hospitality House (the San Bruno Shelter) please bring them and place 
in the baskets in the Narthex. If you have not turned in your 2020 pledge card, please 
do so at your earliest opportunity. 

-          A draft of the 2020 budget has been created and is waiting to be discussed by the 
Financial Trustees. After finalizing a recommendation, the Trustees will bring their 
recommendation to the Session, hopefully by the December meeting. 

-          The Peacemaking Offering was taken in October 2019. The amount collected was 
$815.00 
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11/21/19 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (7:05pm- 9:25pm) 
Meeting moderated by Rev. Janet Bower. 
 
K. Mitchell led the Devotion reflecting on prayerful meditation, Be Still And Know. 
Rev. Bower will prepare a Session Exit Interview Report for Session review, based upon the 
information Session has discussed about our time with Rev. K. Pyke. This report is prepared at the 
request of the Presbytery Committee on Ministry. 
 
Session discussed the wonderful Healing Service led by Rev. Bower and ways to incorporate some 
reconciliation rituals into regular Worship services. Rev. Bowers Healing Service sermon will be 
available online soon. 
 
L. Hughes reported that a preliminary 2020 budget is being worked on. 
 
BPC’s new tenants, the Sikh Association, are very excited about being at our location. 
 
G. Lynch reported that after agreement by Session, Rev. Debra McGuire was hired as half-time 
Transitional Pastor.  An official contract and terms of call are being prepared by the Financial 
Trustees and January 5, 2020 will be her start date. 
 
B&G reports the boiler maintenance is complete and that the Fall church-wide work day was well 
attended and ran smoothly. 
 
L. Hughes reported the Thanksgiving Dinner is ready to happen on Saturday!  The Community Life 
Committee and Deacons will present to the congregation, specific ways to help needy families in 
our area for Christmas.  
 
R. Ranahan reported that the Catholic Worker House is in need of towels and that Peter Stiehler will 
accept all of our donations at Worship on 11/24/19. 
 
K. Quickert reported that the Outreach Committee’s showing of the film Trigger provided for an 
interesting discussion.  Outreach is supplying postcards announcing Christmas Eve Service. Also, 
Outreach will begin seeking permission from participants to share the film that was created to assist 
us in healing after the San Bruno explosion. 
 
Congregational Meeting for election of officers - December 8, 2019 after Worship. 
 
Next Session Meeting - Thursday, December 19, 2019 @ 7 pm. 
 
-R.Wales, Clerk of Session 
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COMMUNITY ACTION/LIFE COMMITTEE 
  
Rise Against Hunger – Meals were Shipped:  The meals packed at our recent meal-packing 
event in October were sent to Vietnam. 
  
OUR ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP DRIVE INCLUDES YOUR 2020 PLEDGES and MORe:  The 
Annual Non-Perishable Food and Supply Collection for the Catholic Worker Hospital House 
(the San Bruno Shelter) was dedicated on Sunday, November 24. Peter Stiehler, the CWHH 
Director, joined us for worship and thanked us for our wonderful collection which included 
more than 100 blankets this year. We also packed 50 toiletry bags for the Shelter on 
November 17 and sent those along with Peter. Thanks to everyone for thinking of others and 
your generosity! 
  
Thanksgiving cards signed by those in the congregation on November 10 and 17th were 
mailed to about 15 people and we have had some wonderful responses from the recipients. 
Many thanks to those who signed the cards. 
  
ANNUAL CHURCH THANKSGIVING DINNER:  On Saturday evening, November 23, about 
50 people gathered at the church to enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner and Talent Revue. 
Led by Tamra Hollenbeck, the cooks spent a good deal of the day getting ready for the dinner 
and other helpers spent time on Friday evening setting up and decorating for the event. After a 
tasty meal, with side dishes and desserts provided by the attendees, we listened to many 
talented people, sing, play instruments, read some stories. There were new faces and old 
friends, all having a lovely evening together.  
  
Special thanks to Tamra Hollenbeck, Roxane and Dave Wales, Jorie Abbott, Frank and Donna 
Goodwin, Bamboo Lin, Leslie Olsen, Lyn Hughes, George Lynch, Ken Henry, Bonnie Morgan, 
Barbara Liedtke, Pam and Fred Matthews, Craig Bray, and Paul and Nels Delander. (please 
accept our thanks if your name was inadvertently omitted). There was an abundance of 
helpers and many hands did make light work. Thanks to everyone who pitched in to make this 
a lovely event. 
  
CHRISTMAS PROJECT:  Community Action/Life Committee and the Deacons are coming 
together to provide some Christmas joy to several families from Allen School in San Bruno. We 
have also received information about the San Mateo County Government Children’s Fund 
which runs a Holiday Gift Program where we can either host a donation barrel or take 
names/donation requests Christmas for children in the county system at Christmas, such as 
those in foster care. More details will be presented at church. Toys can be brought to the 
church from infant through early teens and do not have to be wrapped. Monetary donations 
can also be made and either we can become Santa’s helpers or the funds can be provided to 
the county for their elves to do the shopping.  For further information, please contact Lyn 
Hughes or Tamra Hollenbeck. 
  
Other Hunger Projects 
The Presbytery’s grant procedure is now in place. An idea or two has been discussed at 
Session and in other groups. We will advise if Bethany will undertake writing a grant this year. 
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Catholic Worker Hospitality House (the San Bruno Shelter) 
Rina Ranahan is Bethany's representative to the San Bruno Shelter. Please call her at 650-291-
6979, if you are interested in serving on this committee. Current items needed include: 
 
Urgent needs: bath towels, oatmeal, toothpaste, jelly, blankets 
Food, particularly non-perishable and perishable foods such as  

• canned fruit, canned soup, milk, butter, sliced bread 
Toiletries and supplies such as  

• napkins, toilet paper, new and unused shampoo, new and unopened razors, new socks, 
new underwear 

 
The full list can be found on our website:  bethanypcusa.org 
 

December Anniversaries 
4 Sharon & Larry Gruner 
17 Kelsy & Kenny Parker 
29 Nelson Schlater & Alicia McHale 
 
 
We remember these Saints of Bethany who were born in December: 
1 Be Harlan 
25 Mary Caley 
27 Merriam Wycoff 

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 8th, immediately following worship, 
for the purpose of electing officers. Rev. Janet Bower will moderate the meeting. 
 

Pastor on Call:  Until we have an interim pastor in place, Rev. Janet Bower will be our pastor on 
call, with assistance from Rev. Inho Kim and Rev. Dr. Robin Crawford.   If you have an emergency 
requiring a pastor, please contact Rev. Bower at 650-483-2136.  You can also email her at 
janetkbower@gmail.com 
 

Happy Birthday to all those born in December 
8 Tom Jessee 
8 Molly Lyons 
11 Abigail Huseth 
12 North Hollenbeck 
15 Nancy Landauer 
26 Patty Hughes 
31 Judy Nelson 
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Bethany’s Purpose Statement: 
Bethany’s purpose is to provide a nurturing 
and energizing environment to feed the soul 

so we can go out into the world and reflect the glory of God, 
the love of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Bethany’s Welcoming Statement: 
We don’t yet know who you are, 

but we do know that you are a dearly beloved child of God, 
and you’re already welcome here. 

We invite you, on your unique spiritual journey, 
to join us in the life and ministry at Bethany. 

 
 

Bethany Presbyterian Church is a member of More Light Presbyterians 
https://mlp.org 

Due Dates 
For W@B:  Tuesday morning.   
For Sunday announcements:  Wednesday morning.  Email them to the church office or leave them in 
the mailbox on the outside of the office door.   
For the monthly newsletter: the Wednesday before the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

2400 Rosewood Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066 
(650) 589-3711 ~ bethanypres@bethanypcusa.org 

Website:  bethanypcusa.org 


